
 

 

M E D I A   S T A T E M E N T 

Atlanta, Georgia, March 5, 2017: The below statement can be attributed in its entirety to Chad Gregory, 

president, United Egg Producers: 

“Providing excellent care of their hens and preventing disease on their farms is of the utmost importance to 

America’s commercial egg farmers. The egg farming community takes very seriously today’s announcement 

by USDA of the identification of highly-pathogenic avian influenza (AI) in a Tennessee broiler-breeder (meat 

chicken) flock. 

“Clearly, this is of great concern to egg farmers, who recognize the seriousness of this finding and its potential 

impact on their flocks and on the egg industry. It is a critical reminder that this disease is still a significant risk, 

and that egg farmers must be vigilant in maintaining strict biosecurity on their farms.   

“Since the 2015 AI outbreak, U.S. egg farmers have made significant increases to biosecurity measures on their 

farms to protect their flocks. Comprehensive disease prevention protocols on commercial egg farms include, 

but are not limited to, restricting farm access, preventing hens from exposure to wild and migratory birds, 

increasing veterinary monitoring of flocks and using protective gear at all times.  

 “Consumers should know that avian influenza cannot be transmitted through safely handled and properly 

cooked eggs and poultry. More information about egg safety is available on EggSafety.org. 

“United Egg Producers is working closely with authorities and with our chicken and turkey colleagues to learn 

more. We will support our egg farmer members as they continue comprehensive measures to keep their hens 

free from disease and to assure the safety of the eggs produced for their customers.” 

CONTACT:  Hinda Mitchell, on behalf of UEP, 614.537.8926 

 

United Egg Producers (UEP) is a cooperative of U.S. egg farmers working collaboratively to address legislative, regulatory 

and advocacy issues impacting the industry through active farmer-member leadership, a unified voice and 

partnership across the agriculture community. UEP’s farmer-members work to provide for the health and well-being of 

their birds; to produce safe, nutritious, high-quality eggs; and to manage their farms responsibly with best on-farm 

management practices. Leadership of and participation in the UEP Certified program by the vast majority of egg 

producers further demonstrates a broad commitment to the care of egg-laying hens. UEP also manages the national Egg 

Safety Center, a leading resource for consumer and industry information on the safe production of eggs and prevention of 

disease. Formed in 1968, UEP members represent about 95 percent of US egg production. 


